
Template Language for Wildlife and Animal Management 
Section of a Farm Food Safety Plan 

Risk Assessment 
Wild and domestic animals can carry and spread many human pathogens. If allowed to enter the field or packing areas, 
animals can contaminate fresh produce. Wildlife is a part of the natural environment and cannot be excluded entirely, 
but measures can be established to actively deter animals from entering produce fields and packing areas. Wildlife and 
domestic animal activity is monitored so that decisions about food safety can be made during production and at the 
time of harvest, if significant intrusion has occurred. 

Actions to Reduce Risks Associated with Domestic Animals and Wildlife 
Animal access to growing fields, adjacent land, and water sources are assessed [at the beginning of each production 
season]. The type, location, and number of animals observed are documented, including grazing and feeding operations 
nearby. Animal and wildlife presence is monitored [enter frequency here] in the field and production areas during the 
production season. 

All workers are taught how to identify and report animal activity (e.g., downed fences, destroyed product, or the 
presence of fecal material) to the [supervisor, or enter specific individual here] while working on the farm. 

Training may also include: 
• How to identify signs of wildlife intrusion (animal tracks, destroyed product, downed fences, fecal material)
• Who workers should report wildlife activity to for risk assessment and documentation
• What actions to take (not harvesting product, proper removal and destruction of affected product, and 

sanitation of tools, hands, and equipment)
• [Add other policies here] 

If significant animal activity is found during routine monitoring or pre-harvest assessments, the following steps are 
followed: 

1. Mitigation measures are implemented or repaired as needed based on the pre-season assessment and 
routine monitoring. Mitigations are documented and their effectiveness is monitored throughout production.
[enter mitigation measures here.]

2. Workers do not harvest produce which is in contact with feces and must notify the supervisor so the removal 
process can be initiated. The supervisor will decide whether to establish a buffer zone and leave feces and 
contaminated product not harvested and/or determine whether the product can be removed and disposed of 
properly to reduce the risk of contamination.

3. Buffer zones of [enter size/radius] are established so produce close to the site(s) of contamination are not 
harvested. 
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Note: The buffer zone radius should be based on crop type, irrigation or water applications such as rain that may cause 
splash, and extent of fecal contamination. There are various recommendations for buffer size, but at minimum, a five 
foot radius from feces or contaminated crops is suggested to establish a no-harvest zone. 

4. Fecal contamination is removed from the field and disposed of properly, if necessary.

• If fecal contamination is extensive, management (e.g., disking into the soil) of affected product may 
be necessary.

• Equipment used to remove or disk contaminated crop must be cleaned and sanitized when leaving 
the field to prevent cross-contamination to other areas of produce.

• All employees involved in the clean-up are instructed to wash and sanitize their hands and replace 
their gloves, if worn, before returning to work. 

Written records of wild and domestic animal risk assessment, monitoring, and corrective actions are kept on file at 
[enter location here] for [enter amount of time records are kept]. 
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